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Council Meeting held at Tonna Primary Community School, School Road, Tonna, commencing at 7.00 pm, on Tuesday, 18th November, 2025.



Chair, 	Cllr. C. Powell

	Present 	 Cllr’s. Ms J. Barnes, H. Bradley, D. Harrison, M. Rowlands and P. Sambrook

3846	Apologies

	Cllr’s M. Lyddon, S. Radford, S. Roberts, W. Walters and J. Yeomans
	
3847	Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.

3848	Police

There was no Police presence at tonight’s meeting.

3849	Playground Project

The Clerk reported that the HAGS Engineer had visited the Memorial Playground in order to re-fix the Mushroom Heads. Whilst in attendance he was asked to check on the Spiral Roundabout and found it to be possibly defective and would be reporting back to HQ. The Clerk said that he had also sent a report off to HAGS but in spite of further emails had to date heard nothing back from them.

3850	County Borough Councillors Report

County Borough Councillor Leanne Jones was in attendance at the meeting and answered questions regarding the planning or lack of planning applications at the new One Stop Shop on the site of the old Whittington pub. She also promised to chase up queries regarding the speed bumps in Dulais Fach Road, and the possible apartments at Heol Y Glo. 

3851	The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 14th October, 2025 were accepted as a correct record.

3852	Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.

3853	Delegates Reports

The Vice chairman said that he had stood in for the Chairman, who was otherwise engaged, at the Remembrance Service at St Anne’s Church on Remembrance Sunday and laid the Community Council Poppy Wreath at the Memorial Wall. He said that it was good to see that the scaffolding had now come down at the Church and was now coming back to normal.
Cllr Michael Rowlands said that he had recently attended a Teams Meeting at NPTCBC. He had circulated a report to the members
The Clerk said that he had fixed a Poppy Wreath to the new Memorial Gates. 

3854	Allotments

The Clerk confirmed that the Allotments rules had now been amended to include permission for small pools. He said that he hoped to circulate them with the notice of renewal over the next month. He also said that there were a couple of plots that were not being properly cared for and notice would be given to the offending allotmenteers.

3855	Christmas Lights	

The Clerk confirmed that all of the Christmas Lights had now been delivered and erected. He said however that he was still waiting for erection costs from Centregreat. Regarding the switching on of the lights, he said that as there was now no Advent Market, there was some reluctance and difficulty in having any sort of function. It was therefore decided that the lights would just be switched on at the due time with no ceremony. He also confirmed that there were extra lights for the Christmas Tree and that they would be erected next week when the tree arrived.

3856	Wish List

The Clerk updated the Council on a number of items as follows,

Tree safety / Survey		The Clerk informed that the recent tree survey carried out by the Arb Team showed that there were no immediate issues at the Heol Y Glo allotments, one tree that needs removal at the Dan Y Bryn playground and 10 trees that need attention at the Memorial Park, four of which required removal. The Clerk will get prices.

Memorial Park Lease	The lease for the “tennis courts” has now been completed although there were a couple of amendments that were still needed.

Memorial Wall	The letters had now been painted


Section 6 duty	A Biodiversity report had now been completed and would be circulated for members information and comments prior to posting before the end of the year.

Website	The Clerk was delighted to report that the website had at last been moved from the American Blue Host to a British company (Ionos) and was now up and running. He said that thanks were due to Mr Jonathan Smithers 

Brunel Walk Sign	No progress.
.

Memorial Gates 	No Progress.


3857	Biodiversity

The Clerk informed the members that he had received an agreement to be signed by the Chair which appeared to suggest that a grant had been approved

3858	Training

One Voice Wales had confirmed that a suitable date could probably be agreed for Group Training in March at a cost of £376.00. This would satisfy the need for all members to receive training.
 
3859	Correspondence
	
NPTCBC (Trading Standards)	Details of Avian Flu and Bluetongue		Noted
	NPTCBC Nature Partnership	Approval; of Biodiversity Grant			Noted
Neath Rotary Club		Request for financial support to take children to 
Folly Farm. Safter discussion by the meeting it 
was proposed by Cllr Darren Harrison that the 
sum of £200.00 be granted. This was seconded 
by Cllr Michael Rowlands and approved by the 
members					Approved
	Air Ambulance Wales		Request for funds. £50.00 proposed by Cllr Huw 
Bradley, seconded by Cllr Johanne Barnes and 
approved by the Council				Approved
	Urdd Gobaith Cymru		Request for funds. £50.00 proposed by Cllr Paul
Sambrook, seconded by Cllr Michael Rowlands 
and approved by the meeting.			Approved
					
3860	Planning

	P2025/0617  	Mr. C. Morris	58, Park St., Tonna
					Dropped kerb for vehicular access			No comment
	P2025/0642	Mrs. C. Harvey	104, Neath Rd., Resolven
					2, Storey extension				No comment	P2025/0652	Mr. N. Davies	One Stop Shop, Tonna
					Various fascia’s, panels, and windows etc.		No comment
	P2025/0691	Mr. L Keefe	12, Heol Herbert, Resolven
					Rear extension and garden			No comment
			 				
3861	Accounts Monitoring
	
The Clerk presented the members with copies of the Audit Wales completed Annual Return. He drew their attention to the fact that this was qualified mainly due to the problems with the Website which had now been corrected by moving to a new host provider as previously discussed earlier in the meeting.
The Clerk also provided the members with a draft budget for consideration. He reminded the members that this would have to be finally agreed and approved at the next meeting in order to notify NPTCBC of the precept by the due time.

3862	Financial Matters

PAYMENTS

Clive Willis		9th Grass cuts					Approved
Clive Willis		Litter / doggie bins				Approved	Clive Willis		Paint lettering on Memorial Wall			Approved
Jonathan Smithers	Plug in in connection with moving Web Host		Approved
L.I.T.E.			Christmas street lights			   	Approved
Royal British Legion	Poppy Wreath (Memorial Wall)			Approved
Royal British Legion	Poppy Wreath (Memorial Gates)			Approved
Clive Willis		Parks clean-up				      	Approved
Neath Rotary Club	Donation towards trip for local children	      	Approved
Air Ambulance Wales	Donation				        	Approved
Urdd Gobaith Cymru	Donation					Approved

3863	The Clerk reminded the members that the next ordinary meeting of the Council will be held at Neath Athletic Rugby Club, 5, Bridge St. Neath on Tuesday 16th December, 2025 commencing at 6.30 pm.

	Meeting closed at 8.45 pm


			
Chairman..............................................................................




Date.......................................................................................






